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AGREEMENT 



CITY OF NEW YORK 



ANDREW CARNEGIE 



ERECTION OF BRANCH LIBRARIES 



BOROUGH OF BROOKLYN 









^Mb J^greementt made and concluded this Eleventh 
day of September, in the year One thousand nine hundred and 
one, by and between The City of New York, by the Board of 
Estimate and Apportionment of said City, party of the first 
part, and David A. Boody, Daniel W. McWilliams, R. Ross 
t Appleton, and John W. Devoy, parties of the second part. Wit- 

is nesseth : 

I W\^txtZAt Andrew Carnegie, of the city of New York, has 

heretofore offered to furnish the funds necessary for the erection 
of buildings for 65 free^ branch libraries for circulation in the City 
of New York, estimated in all to cost the sum of five million two 
hundred thousand dollars ($5,200,000), being an average cost of 
$80,000 each, provided the City of New York would furnish the 
necessary sites for such buildings and agree in satisfactory form 
to provide for the maintenance of said branches when completed ; 
and 

IS^bereatf, by an Act of the Legislature of the State of New 
York, approved April 26th, 1901, entitled "An Act to authorize 
" and empower the city of New York to establish and maintain a 
" free public library system," being Chapter 580 of the Laws of 
1 90 1, the Board of Estimate and Apportionment of the City of 
New York is authorized in its discretion to acquire title by gift, 
condemnation or purchase to sites for free branch public libra- 
ries for circulation, with the approval of the person or corpora- 
tion with whom the contract is made, for the erection of buildings 
1 thereon ; and whereby such Board is further empowered upon the 

terms and conditions imposed in said act to authorize the use of 
any real estate belonging to the City of New York which is not 
required for other public purposes, for the maintenance and erec- 
tion of said free public branches ; and by which act the said 
Board of Estimate and Apportionment is further authorized in its 
discretion to make and enter into contracts with said Andrew 
Carnegie, or with any person or persons designated by him, or 
with his personal representative, or with any corporation or cor- 
porations approved by him or them having lawful authority to 
construct and maintain free libraries, for the erection and equip- 
ment without cost to the City of New York of library buildings 
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upon such sites so to be acquired, or upon sites now possessed or 
which may hereafter be possessed by any corporation with which 
such contract is made, or by the City of New York, and which 
Board of Estimate and Apportionment is further authorized to 
provide in such contracts for the maintenance of a public library 
system in the City of New York, including therein the mainte- 
nance of any or all of the free public libraries now existing in said 
city which have heretofore been maintained in whole or in part 
by the public funds of said city, as well as for the maintenance of 
said branch libraries so to be erected as hereinbefore provided, 
and of traveling libraries, which amounts required for mainte- 
nance shall constitute a city charge to be provided for in the an- 
nual budget and tax levy of said City of New York, and which 
contracts may provide for the maintenance of the libraries to be 
constructed on such sites as rapidly as the same may be obtained 
and library buildings are erected thereon ; and 

W1)tttM, the said David A. Boody, Daniel W. McWilliams, R. 
Ross Appleton, and John W. Devoy have been approved by said 
Andrew Carnegie, as provided in said act, and duly designated by 
him as his agents for the purpose of this agreement; and 

Witmus, it is desired by the said party of the first part to avail 
of the offer of said Andrew Carnegie upon the terms provided in 
said act of the Legislature hereinabove referred to, and upon the 
terms and in the manner herein set forth. 

StJtttBp ttiertfore, it id affreeH between the said parties heretofore as 
follows, viz.; 

Sixtt : The party of the first part shall proceed to acquire title 
by gift, purchase or by condemnation, as provided in said Act 
hereinbefore referred to, to such sites as shall be necessary in the 
Borough of Brooklyn, for the purpose of the erection and main- 
tenance thereon of free branch public libraries, on the approval in 
each case of the said parties of the second part, which sites so to 
be selected and approved shall not, unless by mutual consent, ex- 
ceed in number twenty in the said Borough of Brooklyn, the pro- 
portion of said sixty-five libraries allotted to said Borough ; and 
the said Board of Estimate and Apportionment of the City of New 
York, by resolution adopted by the unanimous vote of said Board 



and approved by the unanimous vote of the Commissioners of the 
Sinking Fund of the City of New York, and on the approval in 
each case of the parties of the second part, may authorize the use 
of any real estate belonging to said City of New York, which is 
not required for other public purposes, for the purpose of such 
erection and maintenance. 

detonH: The said parties of the second part shall, upon the 
acquisition of title to any site so approved as aforesaid, or upon 
the passage of resolutions as aforesaid by the unanimous vote of 
the members of the Board of Estimate and Apportionment, and 
of the said Commissioners of the Sinking Fund, authorizing the 
use of any real estate of the City of New York, not required for 
other public purposes, proceed with the erection and equipment 
of library buildings thereon, without cost to the City of New 
York, and shall complete the same with funds so to be contributed 
by Andrew Carnegie as aforesaid, provided, however, that the 
said parties of the second part shall not be required to, nor shall 
they, without the consent of the said Board of Estimate and 
Apportionment, commence the erection and equipment of a larger 
number than seven library buildings upon sites furnished by the 
City of New York in the Borough of Brooklyn, in any single cal- 
endar year under the provisions hereof, and not to exceed twenty 
branch library buildings in all in the Borough of Brooklyn. Such 
sites, and each of them, and the buildings thereon when com- 
pleted shall be devoted to the maintenance of free branch public 
circulating libraries and reading rooms, and the same and each of 
the same are hereby set apart for use as free branch public 
libraries for circulation. 

SHMtH : The parties of the second part agree forthwith upon the 
acquisition of any site by the City of New York, when approved 
as hereinbefore provided, or when the use of any real estate be- 
longing to the City of New York which is not required for any 
other public purposes, shall have been duly granted as aforesaid, 
when approved by the parties of the second part, to proceed to 
erect upon the same respectively branch libraries for circulation, 
and to equip the same, the expense thereof to be paid from funds 
to be furnished by Andrew Carnegie, and without cost to the City 
of New York. 



Joartti : The party of the first part further agrees adequately to 
provide through the Brooklyn Public Library as its administrative 
agent, or such other public agency as may be hereafter provided 
by law, for the maintenance of the free public branch libraries to 
be erected pursuant to this agreement^ and of traveling libraries, in 
said city, and to that end to provide in each year in the annual budget 
and tax levy of said city a sum not less than ten per centum of 
the amount expended by said Andrew Carnegie under the provis- 
ions of said Act, which sum shall be expended for the mainte- 
nance of the branch libraries to be hereafter constructed pursuant 
to this contract, which maintenance shall be provided for said 
libraries to be hereafter constructed as rapidly as the same are 
obtained ; and in case a library building is under construction, 
maintenance may be provided therefor, to commence when con- 
structed ; and provided further that the obligation hereby as- 
sumed by the party of the first part to provide for such mainte- 
nance a sum not less than ten per centum of the amount so 
expended by said Andrew Carnegie, shall not be taken to limit 
the right of said Board of Estimate and Apportionment to appro- 
priate for such maintenance any larger sum if, in its discretion, 
additional appropriations should be required. 

Jiftti: It is further agreed that the said several branch 
libraries which may be constructed pursuant to the provisions of 
said Act, and each of them, shall be accessible at all reasonable 
hours and times, free of expense, to the persons resorting thereto, 
subject only to such reasonable control and regulation as the 
Brooklyn Public Library, its successors or successor, from time to 
time, may exercise and establish for general convenience ; pro- 
vided, further, that the lending, delivery, and one or more reading 
rooms in each of said library buildings shall be open and access- 
ible to the public upon every day of the week except Sunday, but 
including all legal holidays, from at least nine o'clock a. m. to at 
least nine o'clock p. m., under such rules and regulations as the 
said Brooklyn Public Library shall prescribe from time to time, 
and on Sundays such parts of any of such libraries may be opened 
in such manner and during such hours as may be from time to 
time determined upon by said Brooklyn Public Library, or its 
successor. 



dijrtti: The library building so to be constructed, together with 
the books contained therein, which shall be purchased with funds 
provided by said Andrew Carnegie, or by funds hereafter pro- 
vided by the City of New York, shall be and remain the property 
of the City of New York. All fines to be exacted from any per- 
son or persons shall be retained by the Brooklyn Public Library, 
or its successor or successors, and applied to the business of cir- 
culation, and duly accounted for in its or their accounts. 

debentl) : The city shall annually, in addition to the provision 
for maintenance heretofore provided for, provide funds for the 
repair of the several buildings located upon sites owned by or 
furnished by the city. The city, in addition, shall at all times 
furnish a supply of water, and, with the limitations already de- 
fined, the Brooklyn Public Library, or its successor, shall exercise 
direction and management over the affairs of the several library 
buildings, and the books, collections, and appurtenances. 

(Ctffbtti: It is further agreed that this agreement may be 
wholly cancelled or annulled, or from time to time altered or 
modified as to any one or more of the library buildings hereafter 
to be constructed or owned or for which maintenance is provided 
under the provisions of this agreement, as may be agreed upon in 
writing between the parties hereto, subject to the approval of 
Andrew Carnegie. 

jQintti : In the event of the death of any of the parties of the 
second part before the completion of the construction of the Pub- 
lic Library buildings provided for in this contract, the work of 
such construction and completion shall be carried on by the sur- 
viving parties of the second part. A majority of said parties of 
the second part shall have full power to give all the consents and 
make all the appraisals referred to in this instrument. The said 
parties of the second part shall be considered solely as the 
agents of said Andrew Carnegie, and shall be subject to no personal 
liability to the party of the first part for the completion or non- 
completion of this contract. 

3fn tDitiudd iDtiereof, the party of the first part has caused this 
agreement to be executed by the Board of Estimate and Appor- 
tionment of the City of New York, pursuant to a resolution 



